CLONES FILM FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 21-24

TWENTY TWENTY ONE

WELCOME...
On behalf of the committee I want to welcome you all to
Clones Film Festival 2021. When we parted company on
the closing night of the 2019 festival, little did we know of
what lay ahead. Through lockdowns and re-openings, the
committee worked extremely hard hoping beyond hope
that a festival could take place in October of last year, but
unfortunately on the advice from public health experts we
were left with no choice but to cancel the 2020 festival.
Not to be outdone, we held our short film competitions
online over the May Bank Holiday weekend and I would
like to thank everyone who signed up and watched
the movies and voted for their favourite film. We were
delighted that our commissioned movie The Wake won
the overall audience award. The Wake and the other 3
winning shorts will be shown at this year’s opening night.
I want to thank our 3 judges who had been selected to
attend in October and took time out of busy schedules
to judge the movies the following May. All 3 judges will
be back again this year to experience what a festival in
Clones is all about.
On to this year’s festival – and what a weekend of
entertainment we have for you: 4 days of film in 3 locations
throughout Clones Town. We are delighted to host a
screening of Man of Aran in St Joseph’s Temperance Hall
Clones on Saturday 23rd at 9pm, accompanied by a live
musical score from APO-33. This unique film experience
is not to be missed. We are also delighted to screen
Redemption of a Rogue (Friday 10pm Courthouse)
directed by Philip Doherty. Philip is a previous winner of
our 48-hour short film challenge, and we are delighted to
show this feature.
Other highlights include Plean Bee by festival friend
Deaglán Ó Mocháin which will be screened in the
Courthouse at 4pm on Saturday. Prior to this screening
we will be showing a short documentary on the Kilrooskey
Lough Cluster by Festival Committee member Patrick
McCabe.

And, as always, our programme will be packed with of
some of the best films and documentaries from Ireland
and around the world.
We will have our usual selection of short movies in
the Courthouse on Sunday afternoon. The selection
committee watched over 100 short movies in early
September and the final selection to be screened is of
an exceptionally high standard. As always this is a free
event.
There is no festival without our commissioned movie.
Having received numerous entrants, the committee went
with Jason Brannigan’s The Wall starring Joe Hanley and
Nadia Forde. The movie tells the story of a grieving father
and daughter who try to reconcile their relationship in the
wake of a personal tragedy. The Wall will be premiered
at the Francie Awards on Sunday night at 8pm. Booking
essential.
Once again Adamson’s Bar will host our festival club
where there will be music nightly. Don’t forget to drop in
for a drink, a chat and of course some of their now famous
pizza. Another musical treat for you all is the return of
Well Field (formerly Hacienda) in the Clones Arts Studios
on Saturday evening.
To Monaghan County Council, The Arts Council, Clones
Credit Union, SuperValu, Adamson’s Bar, First Choice
Utility Options and to all our sponsors a massive thank
you. To you our patrons – we are delighted to welcome
you all back this weekend, and on behalf of the committee
thank you all for your continued support over the last 19
years.
Francis Ford Coppola once said “I think cinema, movies,
and magic have always been closely associated. The
very earliest people who made film were magicians.”
I hope that over the next 4 days you all take something
magical from Clones Film festival 2021.
Thank you
Seamie Mc Mahon
Chairperson Clones Film Festival

THANK
YOU...

Michael Slowey - Designer; Somhairle Mac
Conghail & staff at Monaghan Arts Office; Karl
Wallace and Fionnuala Sweeney at The Arts
Council of Ireland; Deirdriú McQuaid, Laura
Carey & all the staff at Monaghan County
Library; Kevin McNally & staff at Ballybay –
Clones Municipal District; Ernie Hamill; Enda
‘Shanks’ Connolly; Eamonn McCaughey and
Family; Frances Brogan; Maeve Cooke, Karen
Wall, Michael Ryan, Maria Brennan and all
the staff at Access Cinema; James Connolly
and Declan Smyth at Eno Wines; Paddy
McCabe @ No Borders Media; Rory Geary &
Michael Fisher at the Northern Standard; Paula
McDermott; Cleary Signs and Graphics; Tonya
Newell @ Little Design House; Joanne Behan
and Eileen Ferguson @ Clones Art Studios;
Monaghan County Council; First Choice Utility
Options; Clones Credit Union; SuperValu
Clones; Adamson’s Bar; our box office
volunteers & all our sponsors!
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OPENING NIGHT
THURSDAY 8PM THE COURTHOUSE

Endings and new beginnings – Clones
Film Festival is back, and this year’s
opening night will be a little bit like the
closing night of CFF 2020, the festival
that never happened. We did, however,
hold an online short film competition
and the winners of the three categories
Fiction/Experimental, Documentary and
Animation will be shown tonight.
Fiction winner ‘Three Blades / Trois
Machettes’ from director Matthieu
Maunier-Ross offers a fascinating glimpse
of life in present-day Haiti.
‘Please be Seated’, the winning film
in the Documentary category by Irish
filmmaker Kevin Scott, tells the story of
Marie Murphy and how the seemingly
simple task of taking a seat can be a daily
struggle.
New York-based animation artist Mulan
Fu brought us ‘Beautiful’, the story of a
teenage girl undergoing transformative
growth as she witnesses her mother’s
fight against breast cancer.
Another highlight of the evening will
be the big screen premiere of ‘The
Wake’, CFF’s commissioned film of
2020. As always, ‘The Wake’ stars a
host of local talent, features some of
Clones’ most beautiful locations and

could not have been made without the
generous support of the people of the
town and surroundings. Directed by
Annika Cassidy, audience award winner
‘The Wake’ is a comedy about three
young brothers’ attempt to navigate their
grandmother’s wake through non-stop
parades of mourners, an abundance of
lasagne, and sibling rivalries.
There will be more cinematic surprises in
store on the night as well as a few tasters
of the weekend ahead.

Join us afterwards at
our Festival Club in
Adamson’s Bar with live
music from the wonderful
Tully! Please see our
Festival Club page for
details.
As every year, this event is free of
charge; some wine will be served
before the screenings, please book
online and come early!
Sponsored by Eno Wines

GUNDA

I NEVER CRY

Director: Victor Kossakovsky
.............................................

(Jak Najdalej Stad)
Director: Piotr Domalewski
..............................................................
Cast: Zofia Stafiej, Kinga Preis, Arkadiusz Jakubik
..............................................................
97 minutes, Poland, Ireland, 2020,
CLUB

FRIDAY 5.30PM THE COURTHOUSE

93 minutes, USA/Norway 2021,
Cert: PG. Language: English
.............................................
Cinema in its purest form, Gunda
chronicles the lives of a mother pig, a
flock of chickens, and a herd of cows
with masterful intimacy. Using beautiful
black and white cinematography and
the farm’s ambient soundtrack, master
director Victor Kossakovsky invites the
audience to slow down and experience
life as his subjects do. In doing so,
Gunda takes us into the mystery of
animal consciousness, and the role
humanity plays in it.

“
A highly original,
singularly beautiful film”
Donald Clarke, The Irish Times

Critic’s pick:

“A remarkable pig’s-eye view
of the world”
Manohla Dargis, The New York Times

FRIDAY 7PM POST OFFICE

Rebellious Polish teenager Ola is determined to get her driving licence and
receive the car promised to her by her
estranged father, who works in Ireland.
But when a phone call brings news that
her father has died in an accident, Ola,
as the only member of her family fluent
in English, must travel alone to Dublin
to arrange repatriation of his body and
sort out the necessary paperwork.
Alone in an unfamiliar country, the
17-year-old’s trip takes her on a
personal and emotional journey, as she
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begins to learn more about the father
she never really knew, and finds more
understanding than she realised she
was looking for.
Winner - Michael Dwyer Discovery
Prize, Virgin Media Dublin International
Film Festival 2021
“Piotr Domalewski’s second
feature is a powerful, thoughtprovoking film. … It is never
mawkish, sometimes funny, always
interesting.”
- Áine O’Connor, The Sunday Independent

“A Polish-Irish comedy of difference
with a revelatory lead.”
- Donald Clarke, The Irish Times

Sponsored by Mc Elvaney’s Waste and Recycling
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Director Kevin Allen, composer Mark Thomas as
well as lead actors Ruby Ashbourne Serkis and
Liam Hourican will attend the screening and be
available for a Q&A session afterwards.

IRISH
PREMIERE

LA CHA CHA
FRIDAY 7.30PM THE COURTHOUSE

Director: Kevin Allen
.............................................
Cast: Ruby Ashbourne Serkis, Liam Hourican,
Sonny Ashbourne Serkis
Alfie Allen, Keith Allen, Boyd Clack, Rhys Ifans,
Tamzin Malleson
Dougray Scott, Melanie Walters
.............................................
La Cha Cha is a counterculture, romantic
comedy about community, love and not going
gentle into that good night. Set on the Gower
Peninsula in Wales, LA CHA CHA is the
ultimate feel-good film of 2021, at a time when
everybody needs more music, laughter and
connection in their lives.
Writer-director and former Flat Lake impresario
Kevin Allen (Twin Town, Under Milk Wood),
wrote and filmed La Cha Cha in Wales during
lockdown, using the nooks and crannies
of the 23-acre Mobile Film Studio location
as inspiration. It was also ideal for the cast
and crew to isolate for the duration of the
production.
Bringing back together the entire cast of the
cult classic Twin Town for this ‘companion

piece’, adding a few young rising stars and
some legendary Welsh cameos, the film
weaves real musical performances through a
number of scenes, combined with the original
soundtrack by Mark Thomas and, of course, a
few Cha Cha Chas.
Solti Buttering (Liam Hourican) is on a road
trip to scatter his grandfather’s ashes. Finding
everywhere closed, he stumbles across La
Cha Cha, a holiday park with a community of
retired characters, living off grid and having the
time of their lives. He soon discovers that feisty
owner Libby Rees (Ruby Ashbourne Serkis)
and her brother Damien (Sonny Ashbourne
Serkis) are struggling to keep the place, and
community, going. But they have a very
unusual plan...
Created out of a bubble under lockdown
conditions, La Cha Cha brings a classic
Ealing vibe and a healthy helping of good oldfashioned silliness to the big screen at a time
when we all can do with just that. A vibrant cast
and a brilliant soundtrack fusing, among other
things, Welsh male-voice choirs and, yes, the
Cha Cha Cha, complete the experience.
Sponsored by Paul Boyce Solicitor

REDEMPTION
OF A ROGUE
FRIDAY 10PM THE COURTHOUSE

Director: Philip Doherty
.............................................
Cast: Aaron Monaghan, Aisling O’Mara,
Kieran Roche, Pat McCabe, Hugh O’Brien,
Liz Fitzgibbon, Lorna Quinn, Charlie Bonner,
Kevin McGahern, Shane Connoughton
.............................................
95 minutes, Ireland, 2020, 16
Dishevelled Jimmy Cullen returns to Co Cavan
after seven years of exile to make peace with
his dying father and seek redemption for past
sins before he too bids this world farewell.
Moments after his arrival, his father breathes
his last and a steady rain begins to pour. A
condition in his will reveals that he must not be
buried on a wet day or Jimmy and his brother
will be disinherited. With no sign of the rain
abating, Jimmy embarks on an existential
journey to make amends and ultimately
redeems himself through love.
This musical and extremely black comedy, the
feature film debut by Philip Doherty, a former
winner of the 48-hour Short Film Challenge

judges’ and audience award at Clones Film
Festival with Diamond Boutique, stars many
Cavan actors and musicians that would have
been no strangers to Clones Film Festival over
the years as well as long-standing, valued
supporter of CFF, Clones writer Pat McCabe
(The Butcher Boy, Breakfast on Pluto) in a
pivotal role. Featuring an eclectic and excellent
soundtrack by Robbie Perry, who will be
performing a new ambient soundtrack to Man
of Aran with the APO-33 collective at this year’s
Clones Film Festival, Redemption of a Rogue
won Best Irish Feature at the Galway Film
Fleadh 2020.
And watch the wonderful Annie June Callaghan
perform in the film on the big screen and then
live in our Festival Club at Adamson’s Bar
afterwards!! Please see our Festival Club page
for details.

Director Philip Doherty will attend the screening

“
…the funniest
Irish movie in a generation”
Declan Burke, The Irish Examiner

Sponsored by ABP Clones
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SISTERS WITH
TRANSISTORS

EARWIG AND
THE WITCH

Director: Lisa Rovner
.............................................

Âya to majo
Director: Gorô Miyazaki
..............................................................
Starring: Taylor Henderson, Richard
E.Grant, Vanessa Marshall, Pandora
Collin
..............................................................
83mins, Japan 2020, Cert: PG

FRIDAY 9.30PM POST OFFICE

84 min, UK, Club
.............................................
SISTERS WITH TRANSISTORS
is the untold story of electronic
music’s female pioneers, remarkable
composers who embraced machines
and their liberating technologies to
utterly transform how we produce and
listen to music today.
The world of electronic music has
been constantly evolving since its
inception in the early 20th century.
From the unlimited possibilities of
digital synthesizers to the recent
analogue recording revival; from the
impossibly perfect pitch of Auto-Tune
to the democratisation of music-making
for a generation of ‘bedroom’ producers
– each of these extraordinary

developments is directly connected
to the work and artistry of the women
featured in “Sisters with Transistors.”
Clara Rockmore, Daphne Oram, Bebe
Barron, Delia Derbyshire, Maryanne
Amacher, Pauline Oliveros, Wendy
Carlos, Eliane Radigue, Suzanne
Ciani, and Laurie Spiegel are among
the greatest pioneers of modern sound,
and we continue to feel their influence,
yet most people have never heard of
them.
“A gloriously geeky music doc”
Wendy Ide, The Observer

SATURDAY 11AM THE COURTHOUSE

Language: English

Growing up in an orphanage in the
British countryside, Earwig has no idea
that her mother had magical powers.
Her life changes dramatically when a
strange couple takes her in, and she
is forced to live with a selfish witch.
As the headstrong young girl sets
out to uncover the secrets of her new
guardians, she discovers a world of
spells and potions, and a mysterious
song that may be the key to finding the
family she has always wanted.
Enchanting CGI debut from Studio
Ghibli, creators of such classics as
Spirited Away, Howl’s Moving Castle,
and My Neighbour Totoro.

“An electrifying study of musical
heroines”
Leslie Felperin, The Guardian
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Sponsored by Supervalu
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DOCUMENTARY

World Cinema Documentary,
Sundance Film Festival 2020

British Independent
Film Awards 2020

BEST

THE REASON
I JUMP
SATURDAY 2PM THE COURTHOUSE

Director: Jerry Rothwell
.............................................
Featuring: Jim Fujiwara, David Mitchell,
Jordan O’Donegan
.............................................
82 minutes, USA, UK, 2020, PG
Published in 2007, Naoki Higashida’s
book The Reason I Jump gave an
account of the Japanese teenager’s
life as a non-verbal autistic person, as
transcribed from words he pointed out
on a letter board.
Based on the English translation of
that best-seller, this award-winning
documentary is not focused on the
now 26-year-old man, but instead uses
Higashida’s words to help immerse the
viewer in the subjective experience of
non-verbal autism.
Director Jerry Rothwell (Town of
Runners) interweaves scenes of

every-day life for five young different
non-speaking autistic people with
sequences where ambitious sound
design and cinematography transport
the viewer to experience a world
without speech. The result is an
engaging, compelling and insightful
exploration of neurodiversity.
“
This is a film that
is all about connection. … Not only
is it a mind-expanding journey that
crosses unexpected borders and
charts territory many will not have
realised existed, it invites us to take
away empathy and understanding as
a beautiful souvenir.”
Amber Wilkinson, Eye For Film

“
the main focus of the
film is how it feels for the nonverbal person. … It is a must-see
for anyone wishing to understand a
non-verbal neurodiverse mind.”
Áine O’Connor, The Sunday Independent
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STRAY

PLUS SHORT FILM BLINDSIGHT
SATURDAY 2.30PM POST OFFICE

Director: Elizabeth Lo
..............................................................
72 minutes, USA 2021, Cert: Club
..............................................................
Through the eyes of its stray dogs
wandering the streets of Istanbul, Stray
explores what it means to live as a
being without status or security. As they
search for food and shelter, three dogs
– Zeytin, Nazar, and Kartal – embark
on inconspicuous journeys through
Turkish society that allow us an unvarnished portrait of human life. Whether
they lead us into decrepit ruins or bustling streets, the gazes of stray dogs
act as windows into the overlooked
corners of society: women in loveless
marriages, protesters without arms, refugees without sanctuary. Through their
canine eyes, we are shown a human
world ruptured by divisions along class,
ethnic, and gender lines. The film is
both a critical observation of human
civilisation through the unfamiliar gaze

of dogs, and a sensory voyage into
new ways of seeing and being from a
position of extreme marginalisation. It
is at this intersection that Stray seeks
to shed light on Turkey’s societal
convulsions through the observations
of Zeytin and her companions – both
human and nonhuman.

“
exquisite dog’s
eye view of Istanbul”
Leslie Felperin, The Guardian

Sponsored by Diamond Bikes
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PLEAN BEE AND
THE KILROOSKEY
LOUGH CLUSTER

Báite

A last-minute addition to the programme of CFF 2021,
this compelling 16-minute documentary written, produced
and directed by Cork filmmaker Mary Keane and featuring
Michéal O Muircheartaigh is based in the Muscraí Gaeltacht
and looks at a system that was established throughout
Ireland to enable fluency in our future teachers to preserve
the Irish language.

SATURDAY 4PM THE COURTHOUSE

The local is the universal is the local. An environmentally themed afternoon featuring new short documentary The
Kilrooskey Lough Cluster about the unique lakes in the Clones region by Patrick McCabe and the visually stunning
Irish-language Plean Bee by Derry production company Dearcán Media, directed by Deaglán Ó Mocháin. The event
will be hosted by local environmentalist and historian Brian Mac Domhnaill. With the filmmakers and other guests in
attendance, including Pádraig Fogarty of the Irish Wildlife Trust, stimulating discussions are likely to ensue.

Plean Bee

Director: Deaglán Ó Mocháin | 50 minutes, Ireland/UK, Cert: Club

Bees and pollinators have been declining in Ireland and other countries for
decades - as a result of mono-agriculture, pollution, climate change and
disease, and this decline comes at a huge cost to many parts of the natural
world that we take for granted.
The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP), set up by Úna Fitzpatrick and Jane Stout
in 2015, is a rare environmental success story, reversing pollinator decline by
mobilising a citizen’s army of gardeners, farmers, community and sports groups,
councils and other landowners to become pollinator friendly - acting to protect
pollinators, and the lives of future generations. As Úna states in Plean Bee, ‘the
beauty of the plan is that we’re not asking ‘anybody’ to solve this problem, we’re
asking ‘everybody’ to get involved, and if everybody took small actions, then
together we would create a better world for pollinators, and for us all.’

Produced by Dearcán Media for TG4 with support from
the Irish Language Broadcast Fund

The Kilrooskey Lough Cluster
Director: Patrick McCabe
Featuring: Brian McDonald, Ben Malone, Joerg Arnscheidt
The Kilrooskey Lough Cluster is a short film hoping to raise awareness of
four unique lakes in the vicinity of Clones Town. The delicate balance that
harbours extremely rare lifeforms is in grave danger of tipping over in our
lifetime.
The film was commissioned and executive produced by Bernie O’Flaherty
for the Local Authorities Waters Programme.
This event is kindly sponsored by

Muineachán le Gaeilge

Sponsored by KR Hire

WELL FIELD
SATURDAY 5PM POST OFFICE

After a triumphant return to CFF in
2019, Well Field, who played some
legendary gigs in the Lennard Arms
hotel and in Adamson’s bar at previous
Film Festivals in Clones in the guise of
‘Hacienda’ are back for more in 2021.
Well Field is a band formed by a love
for playing original music. Influenced
by bands such as REM, Smiths and
Whipping Boy, their acoustic sound
mixes story and song in a way that
has entertained crowds in Dublin over
several years. Here, they are delighted
to play a collection of songs in the
unique setting of the old Clones Post
Office, a stop worth making during a
great weekend of film.

LIVE
MUSIC

THE EDGE
OF CHAOS
SATURDAY 7PM COURTHOUSE

Director: Sam Uhlemann
..............................................................
Cast: Aoibhinn McGinnity,
Seán Mahon, Muireann Ryan
..............................................................
87 minutes, Ireland 2020, Cert: Club
Carrie Keenan (Aoibhinn McGinnity
– Nightflyers, Love/Hate, Krypton,
Quarry) has a plan; the threat of
exposing her Father Derek’s (Sean
Mahon – Philomena, EastEnders,
Red Rock) corrupt business dealings
should force him to sign the successful
family business over to her. Derek
is no stranger to dirty politics and
double dealing. Little does she realise
that he has constructed a calculated
intervention for Carrie. When he brings

the whole family together for the first
time in years, unhealed wounds and
unresolved trauma is exposed. All
families have their secrets, but the
Keenan family’s are as deep and dark
as they come.

Compelling new family drama
with a strong performance by
Aoibhinn McGinnity who will be
in attendance at the screening.

This event is free. Come along
and join us for coffee, cake and
craic in the old Post Office.
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Sponsored by Rory Mc Mahon, Calor Gas Distributor, Clones

10 / 11
WINNER
AUDIENCE
AWARD
Winner - Audience Award, Cork
International Film Festival 2020

HOMEWARD
SATURDAY 8PM POST OFFICE

Director: Nariman Aliev
.............................................
Cast: Akhtem Seitablayev, Remzi
Bilyalov, Dariya Barihashvili, Anatoliy
Marempolskiy,
Viktor Zhdanov, Veronika Lukianenko,
Akmal Gurezov, Larysa Yatzenko
.............................................
96 mins, Ukraine 2019, Ukrainian,
Crimean Tatar and Russian with
English subtitles, Cert: Club
Mustafa (Akhtem Seitablayev) and
his college-aged son, Alim (Remzi
Bilyalov) have set out to a morgue in
Kyiv to recover the body of Alim’s older
brother, Nazim, yet another casualty
of the war with Russia. Although
Nazim had been living in Kyiv with
his Orthodox wife, Oleysa, Mustafa
is insistent that his son is given a

traditional Muslim burial beside his
mother’s grave in Crimea and excludes
Oleysa from the road-trip.
Despite the obvious tensions between
father and son, the two men have
one thing in common – their shared
language of Crimean Tatar. Along the
way, they face many obstacles, not
least a decomposing cadaver, and Alim
is hard-pressed to accept his father’s
determination to uphold tradition
at all costs. However, the on-going
challenges encourage the pair to better
understand each other and profoundly
impacts their relationship.

“
…striking
Ukrainian road-trip drama
across a war-torn land.”
Wendy Ide, The Observer
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THE BRIGHT
SIDE
SATURDAY 9.30PM THE COURTHOUSE

Director: Ruth Meehan
..............................................................
Cast: Gemma-Leah Devereux,
Siobhan Cullen, Karen Egan, Tom
Vaughan-Lawlor
..............................................................
99 minutes, Ireland, 2021, 16
Kate, a jaded stand-up comedian
enjoys relative success on the local
circuit. Night after night she runs
through her cynical, self-deprecating
set, concluding with backstage beers
and gambling with her equally jaded
male colleagues.
But when an unexpected cancer
diagnosis requires her to undergo
treatment, Kate encounters a diverse
group of women, all at different stages
of treatment and recovery.
Based on the memoirs of stand-up
comedian Anne Gildea, The Bright Side

is both a sensitive and darkly humorous tale of solidarity between a small
group of women from a cross-section
of society. As each travels on their
own personal journey with cancer, the
unlikely group also form strong bonds,
and support each other through good
and bad times.
“
an inspiring, uplifting,
and important story. … Only those
with hearts of stone will be able to
resist getting pulled along by The
Bright Side’s current.”
Hilary White, The Sunday Independent

“
A lightness of touch
from Meehan, honest and vulnerable
performances from the cast and
a backbone of truthfulness make
The Bright Side a truly memorable
watch.”
Sarah McIntyre, RTE.ie

Sponsored by Little Design House

MAN OF ARAN
with Live Score
SATURDAY 9PM ST JOSEPH’S HALL

Director: Robert J. Flaherty
.............................................
Cast: Colman (Tiger) King, Maggie Dillane
.............................................
76 minutes, UK, 1934
This very special event in the unique surroundings
of St. Joseph’s Temperance Hall, which has been
transformed especially for this performance, sees the
stunning visuals of Robert J. Flaherty’s classic 1934
fictional documentary ‘Man of Aran’ playing out to a
beautiful new ambient score written and performed
live by the APO-33 collective, an ensemble of highprofile Irish-based musicians.

Sponsored by First Choice Utility Options

One of the most important classic cinematic
depictions of life in the rural West of Ireland, this
unique drama-documentary about the day-to-day
existence of the people on the Aran Islands and their
fight for survival features dramatic scenes at sea
and images of the rugged landscape that remain
breathtaking to this day.
Initially arriving only for an overnight stay, groundbreaking American filmmaker Robert J. Flaherty
(Nanook of the North) spent more than two years
among the local community on the Aran Islands.

A collective of ambient music lovers and filmmakers
Formed during the Lockdown of 2021, APO-33 is a collective of Irish musicians,
composers and filmmakers who create and perform contemporary ambient scores.
APO-33’s name was inspired by the title of a William S. Burroughs bulletin from
the 1960s.
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Simon O’Reilly is a composer, producer, multi- instrumentalist, guerrilla music video maker and
founder of Music Minds festival. He is based in Lahinch in the west of Ireland and owner of Fern
Studios. Working with many musicians including The Contempo Quartette, Steve Wall, Susan
O’Neill, Davey Spillane, Twin Headed Wolf, Kila, Luka Bloom, and The Monks of Glenstal
amongst others. He has written music for award-winning films and documentaries including
Sundance award winner The Summit and Father of the Cyborgs that had its premiere at Tribeca
2021.
Dr Alec Brown is a contemporary cellist from Pine Bluff, Arkansas, now residing in Limerick. He
has created a unique style of cello playing which fuses Irish traditional music with techniques
rooted in bluegrass, jazz, electronic, and more.
Utilising various effects pedals, he is able to create vibrant shimmering melodies as well as
haunting ambient soundscapes.

Gareth Quinn Redmond is an Ambient musician based in Dublin, Ireland. To date, Gareth has
released a two-part environmental music series inspired conceptually by the music of Satoshi
Ashikawa. 2019 saw the first album in this series, Laistigh den Ghleo, released alongside the
first ever reissue of Ashikawa's ambient masterpiece Still Way on WRWTFWW Records.

Robbie Perry is a musician/composer and performer with Dead Can Dance. Recent works have
included the soundtrack for the film, Redemption of a Rogue, and the forming of the ambient
live score collective APO-33. He also designs and constructs instruments, both electronic and
acoustic, for facilitated workshops throughout Ireland for diversely abled people. He is currently
completing a PhD in this area.

Myles O’Reilly is a musician, composer and filmmaker from Dublin, Ireland. Since first lifting
a camera in 2010, multi-tasking O’Reilly has filmed, directed and edited over 100 music video
promos and 20+ music documentaries of Irish musicians at home and abroad, some of which
include Glen Hansard, Villagers, Imelda May, Lisa O’Neill, Ye Vagabonds, Sinead O’Connor
and Lisa Hannigan alongside other international artists such as Hollywood sound track virtuoso
Ernst Reijseger, Icelandic artists Soléy, Múm and Amiina, US soul phenomenon Janelle Monea
and UK folk trio The Staves.

Blending classic
cinema with
the best in
contemporary
Irish music, this
unique event is set
to be one of the
highlights of this
year’s Clones Film
Festival.
Book your ticket early @

clonesfilmfestival.com

Documentaries

Title
1. Sit Down and Shut Up
2. A Man in Chain
3. Nothing to Declare
4. Best Foot Forward
5.One of The Most Important
Feelings
6. Chernobyl Prayer

Animation

Title
1. Circle in a Square
2. Rubbing PAPER BAG on
STUBBLE
3. A Daily Struggle

SHORT
DOCUMENTARIES
SUNDAY 12.45PM THE COURTHOUSE

Documentaries

Title
1. Sit Down and Shut Up
2. A Man in Chain
3. Nothing to Declare
4. Best Foot Forward
5.One of The Most Important
Feelings
6. Chernobyl Prayer

Animation

Title
1. Circle in a Square
2. Rubbing PAPER BAG on
STUBBLE
3. A Daily Struggle

Director
Cian O’Connor
Alireza Mirasadollah
Garret Daly
Seán Hart

Time
13.07
22.23
29.55
6.23

Bartek Cebula
Christian Craughwell

14.09
4.40
90.37

Director
Time
Sponsored by Supervalu
Cillian Grant
4.20
Juune Lee
Kate Stanley
Santiago Zorrilla

5.56
2.10

4. Home remedy
5. IXESTUM
6. Da Humbug
7. Herstory: Mary Elmes
8. Final Destination
9. Page’s Edge

Director
Cian O’Connor
Alireza Mirasadollah
Garret Daly
Seán Hart

Time
13.07
22.23
29.55
6.23

Bartek Cebula
Christian Craughwell

14.09
4.40
90.37

Director
Cillian Grant

Time
4.20

Juune Lee
Kate Stanley
Santiago Zorrilla
Medina Luna
Kipp Jarden
Johnny Schumann
Ben O’Connor
Marika Tamura
Isaac Camilleri

5.56
2.10
2.24
19.19
2.18
2.07
2.05
4.53
45.32

SHORT FICTION /
EXPERIMENTAL
SUNDAY 2.45PM THE COURTHOUSE

Fiction Experimental
Title

1. Flicker
2. In The Room
3. My Story
4. We Don’t Choose How
5. Ruthless
6. The Strangers’ Case
7. The Invisible Boy
8. Barry

Director
Nathan Fagan & Luke
Daly
Jonathan Hughes
Elena Alonefti &
Magdalena Zira
Natasha Waugh
Matthew McGuigan
Ruth Goodwin
James Fitzgerald
John Robert Brown

Time
20.00
6.34

11.09
12.18
13.08
6.03
20.00
4.30
89.42
Sponsored by Supervalu

SHORT FILM
PROGRAMME JUDGES

Documentaries

Title
1. Sit Down and Shut Up
2. A Man in Chain
3. Nothing to Declare
4. Best Foot Forward
5.One of The Most Important
Feelings
6. Chernobyl Prayer

Director
Cian O’Connor
Alireza Mirasadollah
Garret Daly
Seán Hart

Time
13.07
22.23
29.55
6.23

Bartek Cebula
Christian Craughwell

14.09
4.40
90.37

SHORT
ANIMATION

SUNDAY 5.30PM THE COURTHOUSE

Animation

Title
1. Circle in a Square
2. Rubbing PAPER BAG on
STUBBLE
3. A Daily Struggle
4. Home remedy
5. IXESTUM
6. Da Humbug
7. Herstory: Mary Elmes
8. Final Destination
9. Page’s Edge

Fiction Experimental
Title

Director
Cillian Grant

Time
4.20

Juune Lee
Kate Stanley
Santiago Zorrilla
Medina Luna
Kipp Jarden
Johnny Schumann
Ben O’Connor
Marika Tamura
Isaac Camilleri

5.56
2.10

Director
Nathan Fagan & Luke

Time

2.24
19.19
2.18
2.07
2.05
4.53
45.32
Sponsored by Supervalu

Ruth Mc Cabe
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Considered one of the greatest names in Irish cinema
and theatre, Ruth McCabe is an acclaimed Irish Actress
who won an Irish Film and Television Academy Award in
2003 for her role in ANY TIME NOW and again in 2011
for SINGLE-HANDED. Some of her more recent credits
include VICTORIA & ABDUL and PHILOMENA, both
directed by Stephen Frears, CATASTROPHE directed by
Ben Taylor, WOMEN ON THE VERGE directed by Annie
Griffin, and OUT OF INNOCENCE directed by Danny Hiller.
Joanne enjoys the stage as well as the camera and has
been very fortunate to have worked with great actors and
directors. She strives to be the best she can be and takes
direction very well. When not acting, she helps her husband
run their organic farm or she’s teaching French in her local
school. Joanne also has extensive modelling experience.

Joanne Brennan
Harry Cleary is a budding filmmaker pursuing his
degree in Film and Television Production. He loves good
cinematography with an engaging plot that isn’t afraid to
take risks. He periodically reviews all kinds of films that
take his fancy: Everything from “No Country for Old Men”
to “Friends with Benefits” and “Spirited Away” on Clones
Noticeboards
Harry Cleary
As usual, we are presenting a selection of some of the best Irish and international
short live action, documentary and animation films. The winners in each category
will be awarded with one of our ubiquitous Francie awards at our closing ceremony
on Sunday night.
Admission to the short film screenings is free!!

CLONESFILMFESTIVAL.COM														

THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL BOY
IN THE WORLD
SATURDAY 10PM POST OFFICE

Director: Kristina Lindström,
Kristian Petri
..............................................................
93 minutes, Sweden 2021, Cert: Club
..............................................................
In 1970, filmmaker Luchino Visconti
travelled throughout Europe looking for
the perfect boy to personify absolute
beauty in his adaptation for the screen
of Thomas Mann’s Death in Venice.
In Stockholm, he discovered Björn
Andrésen, a shy 15-year-old teenager
whom he brought to international fame
overnight and led to spend a short
but intense part of his turbulent youth
between the Lido in Venice, London,
the Cannes Film Festival and the so
distant Japan. Fifty years after the
premiere of Death in Venice, Björn
takes us on a remarkable journey
made of personal memories, cinema
history, stardust and tragic events in
what could be Bjorn’s last attempt for
him to finally get his life back on track.

“Unflinching, one of the most
honest portraits of the pitfalls
that can happen in child
stardom”
Robert Daniels, RogerEbert.com

“
…devastating
exposé of showbiz abuse”
Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian
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AWAY

SUNDAY 11AM THE COURTHOUSE

Director: Gints Zilbalodis
..............................................................
75 minutes, Lativa 2019, Cert: G
Language: None
..............................................................
Away is about a boy travelling across
an island on a motorcycle, trying to
escape a dark spirit and get back
home. Along the way he makes a
series of connections with different
animals and reﬂects on the possible
ways he ended up on the island. Part
dream, part reality, Away explores
our common, universal need to ﬁnd a
connection.

The multiple award-winning film took
the prestigious Contrechamp Award
at Annecy International Animation
Film Festival 2019. Director and
animator Gints Zilbalodis worked on
the ﬁlm for three and a half years,
writing the fascinating story, creating
the beautifully animated landscapes
and characters, and composing and
recording the enchanting music to this
stunning dialogue-free ﬁlm.

“A gem”

Tara Brady, The Irish Times

Sponsored by Hickey’s Pharmacy
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WINNER
Silver Bear Alfred Bauer Prize,
Berlin International Film
Festival 2019

WINNER
AUDIENCE
AWARD

SYSTEM
CRASHER

Winner - Audience Award, Cork
International Film Festival 2020

MINARI

SUNDAY 1.30PM POST OFFICE

Director: Nora Fingscheidt
.............................................
Cast: Helena Zengel, Albrecht Schuch,
Gabriela Maria Schmeide
119 minutes, Germany, 2019,
Cert: CLUB
.............................................
Meet 9-year-old Benni: bright,
charming and out of control. In the
care system because of her violent
outbursts, her own mother is afraid of
her, and despite the attempts of a wellmeaning team of care workers, nobody
seems to be able to reach her.
All Benni really wants is to go home to
her family, but as her rages intensify,
this seems less and less likely. Hope
comes in the form of school chaperone
Micha, whose tough love and own
troubled past help connect him with
Benni.

SUNDAY 4PM POST OFFICE

Featuring a startling performance
from Helena Zengel as Benni, this first
feature is a disarming look at a child in
trouble who is caught up in a system
unable to cope.

“Suffused with sympathy but
also a dose of bitter realism
and shot with a freewheeling
energy, System Crasher is an
admirable distillation of a tough
subject … ”
Lee Marshall, Screen International

“The talented Zengel … has
startling maturity as an actress
while playing childish. It’s the
realism she brings to Benni
… that gives the film its most
intense and affecting scenes.”
Deborah Young, The Hollywood Reporter
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Director: Lee Isaac Chung
..............................................................
Cast: Steven Yuen, Yeri Han, Yuh-Jung
Youn, Alan Kim, Will Patton
..............................................................
116 minutes, USA, 2021, 12A
Originally from South Korea, Jacob
and his family have relocated from
California to Arkansas, so pursue a
dream of owning a farm. As the family
tried to adapt to living in rural America,
further changes arise with the arrival
of Jacob’s mother-in-law, who doesn’t
speak any English, but brings with her
the seeds of a minari plant.
A moving family drama set in the
Reagan era.

Winner - Grand Jury Prize, Sundance
Film Festival 2020
Winner - Best Picture Foreign
Language, Golden Globes 2021
Winner - Audience Award, Virgin
Media Dublin International Film Festival
2021
Winner - Actress in a Supporting Role,
Academy Awards 2021

“
Its family saga floats
along, but with great purpose and a
momentum that is as gentle as it is
implacable.”
Hilary White, The Sunday Independent

“
A simple story,
beautifully told – that’s what you’re
getting with Minari.”
Harry Guerin, RTE.ie

Sponsored by Lipton’s Clones

M I C H A E L S LOW EY

CLOSING NIGHT AND
‘THE FRANCIES’ AWARDS

18 / 19

SUNDAY 8PM THE COURTHOUSE

Closing night at CFF has come to mean only one thing – ‘The Francies’. Named
in honour of Francie Brady in Pat McCabe’s ‘The Butcher Boy’, the awards have
been designed by Jason Crowley. Jason responded to the motif of the pig, which
is central to ‘The Butcher Boy’, and fashioned these memorable awards in solid
bronze.
So, who is going to win one of these gems this year...?
Awards are presented to the winners of Best Fiction / Experimental, Best
Documentary and Best Animation from our short film programmes. We will also
present an audience award to the most popular film on the night, chosen by the
viewers from the three aforementioned winners and our commissioned film. It is a
gala night not to be missed and since its inception has been a booked-out affair.
The awards ceremony will once again take place in the historic surroundings of the
Courthouse.

This year will see the fifth(!) world premiere of our CFF-commissioned ‘Long
Shorts’ film. Chosen from a large number of very strong proposals by the selection
committee, ‘The Wall’ was shot by Director Jason Brannigan’s and his team in
September. You might have seen them work at some prominent locations in and
around Clones. ‘The Wall’ tells the story of a grieving father and daughter who try
to reconcile their relationship in the wake of a personal tragedy. The film stars,
among others, Joe Hanley and Nadia Forde as well as a host of local sights and,
as always, the people of Clones were more than generous in supporting the crew.
Thank you!

Don’t say you haven’t been warned… book your seat early
for the glitz and glamour of Clones’ very own Oscars night!

AFTERWARDS, MAKE YOUR WAY OVER TO THE FESTIVAL CLUB TO SEE THE FESTIVAL OUT
WITH US, SINGING (WELL, BELTING OUT) YOUR FAVOURITE TUNES WITH AOIFE MCELWAIN
AND THE SING ALONG SOCIAL IN ADAMSON’S BAR.

Sponsored by Clones Credit Union

Proud Sponsor

We guarantee to get
electricity price

in the market today.

Our priority is the

custeopmroevir,
der
not th

087 247 0718
info@ﬁrstchoiceutilityoptions.com
www.ﬁrstchoiceutilityoptions.com

Daniel Mc Adam
First Choice Utility Options
Beechgrove
Clones
Co Monaghan

THURSDAY___

ALL GIGS 10PM

20/21

TULLY

Tully are a harmony folk group who perform in clubs, halls, at weddings,
and whatever yer having yerself! Danielle, Karen, Maria and Sinead have
a varied and rich background in classical, folk, traditional and roots music,
and provide a mix of instruments and voices in beautiful dynamic harmony
which will make this evening truly special

FRIDAY___

ANNIE JUNE CALLAGHAN
Annie June’s sound lies somewhere between a theatrical folk-fuelled
skirmish and an angel haunting from behind the ancient wallpaper.
Holding a mirror up to the stranger corners of life, exposing & liberating
the madness and vulnerability.

SATURDAY___

BEATROOT

@ Adamson’s Bar

Coming out of early retirement for one night only, Adrian Mulligan, Loren McMahon,
Karl Mooney and Colm Murray of legendary Monaghan four-piece band Beatroot
are a sure ticket to rock Adamson’s Bar with their fiery mix of eclectic covers.

SUNDAY___

SING ALONG SOCIAL

Clones Film Festival is delighted to welcome back Aoife McElwain and the Sing Along Social
who, after a being confined to lockdown during a summer and a winter and a summer of
discontent, will travel here to Co. Monaghan to see CFF 2021 out with us.
The Sing Along Social is kind of like a zero-commitment choir.
You don’t need to practice. You don’t need to know the words.
You don’t even need to be able to sing.
This group karaoke with no microphones does not put anyone on the spot.
It’s all about caterwauling along to your favourite songs in the
company of friends and strangers.
Sponsored by: Adamson’s Bar

Cinema @ Courthouse

CLONES

Proud Sponsors of
Clones Film Festival

Eat with us,
order for pickup

Perfection either way!
www.brianadamsons.ie

FESTIVAL VENUES
& ACCOMMODATION
VENUES
Festival Club@Adamson’s
Cinema@TheCourthouse
Cinema/BoxOffice
@TheOldPostOffice
Cinema@St. Josephs Hall
ACCOMMODATION
The Creighton Hotel
Cuil Darach

Monaghan County Council

Proud sponsors of Clones Film Festival
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ATMs are located in the two petrol
stations on the Monaghan Road,
in SuperValu and in the old Ulster
Bank building on the Diamond.

CFF 2021 TIMETABLE

Date

Time

Event

Venue

Thur 21

8pm

Official Opening

The Courthouse

Fri 22

5.30pm

Gunda

The Courthouse

Fri 22

7pm

I Never Cry

Post Office

Fri 22

7.30pm

La Cha Cha

The Courthouse

Fri 22

9.30pm

Sisters with Transistors

Post Office

Fri 22

10pm

Redemption of a Rogue

The Courthouse

Sat 23

11am

The Earwig & The Witch

The Courthouse

Sat 23

2pm

The Reason I Jump

The Courthouse

Sat 23

2.30pm

Stray + Blindsight

Post Office

Sat 23

4pm

Plean Bee & KLC

The Courthouse

Sat 23

5pm

Live Music: Well Field

Post Office

Sat 23

7pm

The Edge of Chaos

The Courthouse

Sat 23

8pm

Homeward

Post Office

Sat 23

9pm

APO-33: Man of Aran

St. Joseph’s Hall

Sat 23

9.30pm

The Bright Side

The Courthouse

Sat 23

10pm

The Most Beautiful Boy in the World

Post Office

Sun 24

11am

Away

The Courthouse

Sun 24

12.45pm

Short Documentaries

The Courthouse

Sun 24

1.30pm

System Crasher

Post Office

Sun 24

2.45pm

Short Fiction/Experimental

The Courthouse

Sun 24

4pm

Minari

Post Office

Sun 24

5.30pm

Short Animation

The Courthouse

Sun 24

8pm

Closing Night

The Courthouse

Clones
Proud Sponsors of the

The box office and the CFF coffee shop are located in the old post office on the Diamond.
The Courthouse Cinema is on McCurtain Street. Where you see the word ‘Club’, this means
that the film has not been rated by the Film Censor. Caution is advised and you should
speak to a staff member if you have concerns.

All tickets can be purchased in advance on our website:

www.clonesfilmfestival.com

